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Interfaith Understanding and Cooperation
- A Matter of Faith for Sikhs

by

Ranbir S. Sandhu, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 43210

ABSTRACT

Some of the fundamental principles of the Sikh faith as they relate to interfaith
understanding and cooperation are reviewed. It is shown that a Sikh is committed to love for all
mankind, acceptance of all faiths, and interfaith tolerance and understanding as fundamental
beliefs of his religion. History of the Sikhs shows remarkable consistency in the pursuit of these
ideals and in the defense of the right to free worship of people of all faiths.

INTRODUCTION

The Sikh religion has been variously described as a vision of the common ground
between Islam and Hinduism [e.g., 1,2], a reform movement in Hinduism [e.g., 3], a
development within the Sant tradition in India [e.g., 4] and, rarely [e.g., 5], as an independent
divinely revealed faith as claimed by its founders. Most people in western countries only know
the Sikhs by their distinctive beard and turban although some might have read about them being
praised in the literature as good farmers and excellent soldiers. Since the 1984 invasion of
Harmandar Sahib (the Golden Temple) complex, Sikhs have often been in the news.
Unfortunately, and unfairly, most of the news has branded them as gun-toting terrorists
committing robberies, bombings and mass murders of bus and train passengers. Even some
academicians [e.g., 6] have portrayed them as fanatics who love to get killed in order to become
martyrs. Sikh emphasis upon equality, everyone's right to freedom of worship, interfaith
tolerance, defense of the weak and the dispossessed, their long history of peaceful struggle and
sacrifices for these causes, and their commitment to these principles even in their present hour of
distress, are hardly noticed.

In this paper, we state some of the principles of Sikhism as given by the Siri Guru Nanak
Dev Ji, the founder, and his successors up to the Tenth Nanak (all the Gurus were the light of Siri
Guru Nanak Dev Ji in different bodies), Siri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib. We show that the Sikh
religion emphasizes equality of all people, respect for all faiths, and interfaith tolerance,
understanding and cooperation as fundamental beliefs. All mankind is recognized as one. To a
Sikh, plurality of faiths simply reflects divine revelation in different lands to different people in
the language, idiom, and metaphor best suited to them. According to Sikh belief, the supreme
faith consists of remembering God and being pure in conduct. God pervades all creation and all
act His will. A Sikh is always conscious of the nearness of God and believes in universal
brotherhood. This realization can only come through love. Hatred has no place in Sikhism. A
Sikh is self-reliant and believes in honest living and sharing the fruits of his labor with others.
Service in humility is a basic principle. Men of God see God in everyone, their hearts are filled
with love, and they do not see anyone as bad or evil. People call each other good or bad only in
their ignorance. In following their own faith Sikhs not only respect the right of others to freedom
of worship but, in line with the concept of saint-soldier as the human ideal, they would be ready



to die to protect that right for all and have consistently done just that over the last three centuries.
We also refer to the difficulties the Sikhs are at present facing in living up to this ideal.

We start with a statement of the basic principles of Sikh religion. These include a brief
outline of the Sikh concept of God and creation, the Sikh lifestyle, and the Sikh view of the
plurality of faiths. We discuss some of the challenges that religions face and note that mankind
needs to recognize the love and understanding common to all our faiths; to bring down the
barriers of prejudice, ignorance and exclusivity; and to ensure cooperation between all people.

SIKH FAITH AND SIKH IDEAL

The supreme faith, the best conduct, the best activity, the best speech, the best person are
defined in Siri Guru Granth Sahib - the collected Word of God brought by Siri Guru Nanak Dev
Ji and his successors and installed as the Eternal Guru of the Sikhs by Siri Guru Gobind Singh
Sahib, the Tenth body of Siri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, in 1708 CE. - in the following verses:

vue \up pk viw \upX k11 fegpXnk bupo fupX
vjo ¥dDpk x¥p ¥1ldD v\ vd oiipl poXkldD
vjo x¥p pk x¥pXEo ki £DgpXnskXld vl
vijo ellpk d&¥ el ki1 fawXvE uvg enbylj
vijo Zhy YHrkXx¥p ZBX gqof Ik Jlv yvAkii gpX; 6 ; :/sgD599"

"Remember God's Name and make your conduct pure. This is the supreme faith of all. Of all the holy acts
the best one is to get rid of the dirt of wrong thinking in the company of the Sadh (Guru). Of all efforts the best one
is to remember God's Name. Hear God's praises with your ears and sing them out with your tongue; of all words,
these are the life-giving ones. Of all persons the best one is in whose mind God's Name resides. [7, page 266]

And,

sBHj ¥ fDv¥ x¥ghX shiekpXffw f11 sHX
vy vIv vpukXj e pq d¥l fILxXuRAFIg;
dF d LY Yd§kXvug ; vd mgDEL\Q pg p3 i
ABX{E eHYLfukxX vD v3 djh vQuxvukX
ki1 \g fHEL o KXEEm; glff jX s@HgpvEmi 4 | 457, | :/saD5<8"

"Listen to the teaching of the Perfect Guru. Realize that God is near you. With every breath remember God
and thus get rid of the worry in your mind. Give up longing for what is not going to be forever and seek the
company (dust of the feet) of the saints. Give up pride and pray so that in the company of the Sadh (Guru), you may
cross the ocean of fire (life full of desires). Make obeisance to the Perfect Guru and receive the treasures of God's
Name." [7, page 295]

The lifestyle of a Sikh is based on prayer and praise of God (g msgD) along with pure
conduct consisting of selfless service in humility (¥uY fugl) and sharing the fruits of his labor
with others (y& { £gD. Service includes being brave and true to his word. He treats friend and foe

alike and removes the woes of all. An ideal person is described in the following verse in Siri
Guru Granth Sahib:

dW sku fw fi1 migfh sE £DfId DpWDpA

hEXgpxvigq d DDX kb ukWE fLsj {4 i

vd ukY vEKXoHHEDT; x& DfLpkpDfZgXg wihl; 4 | ukBxX;
yuYD mEAfHo gpXdgg ud fLvgXev;
PyYtvYE2hB vpla sE d sgHegXd yuXg migAh 5 |

fiv f& dJ fvgkd[ gi gh fug mld fIHYDR
viel eFq fEeol;j fx&DesHLvEL{0T; 6 i

YEDvaxed k vHoi; dpd guvXvio mELvii

fu miJ gRfXfurkd ugly | pk vd wko ghAj@YIV; 7 i 6: | ;; | :/sgD6<5"



"My brother, hear the lifestyle of a Saint. His greatness is beyond description. Day and night he feels that
God is close to him. He accepts as sweet whatever God does. His only pursuit is of Naam (reciting God's Name).
He is content in joyous singing of God's praise. He treats friend and foe alike and does not honor any but God. He
destroys millions of sins. He is the remover of woes of all beings and is always generous. He is brave and true to his
word. The Saint has overcome the hapless Maya (the illusory transient world governed by lust, anger, greed,
attachment and ego). Kings of gods seek his (Saint's) company. Seeing him is bliss and serving him is fruitful.
Nanak prays with folded hands. My God, the Repository of all virtues, give me a chance to serve the Saint." [7, page
392]

SIKH CONCEPT OF GOD
a. One God, Creator and Doer, pervades all.

The Sikhs believe in One God, Eternal, Creator Who pervades all, Without fear and
enmity, Timeless, Never born, Self-existent, (realized) through the Guru's grace. This statement
of belief, in full or in an abbreviated form, appears at the head of every collection of verses in
Siri Guru Granth Sahib. While stating that no man can ever describe all the attributes of God,
there are numerous verses praising God as the Creator, the Doer, and All-pervading. For
example:

SxNI; k11 hf sfuYDhfXhfsgleXkli ki hfvAgDk2d puxhf skl FY \11;
ki1 ¥vXegXfRLgk GUXEPXEXxXg™ fi1] k11 YvgevD Ik In YXXunrelir J 1
ki hwgfkh ghd B %vfkili mk ExXenpxYhii 4 ;| ™/ saD; 6"

"Always remember the One God who is the Creator of all and who supports all. Everything happens
according to His will. There is no one besides Him so give up fear and doubt. Praise the One God who cares for you
at home and away. Whoever God has mercy upon, worships God and swims across the (life's) dreadful (ocean of
pain and misery caused by lust, anger, greed, attachment and ego)." [7, page 83]

And,

sxN; ki1 hf humgXj hid AvE d ¥l vEL fuQ fmQ vpuZ sEXncfulivXkBl
g pk ZIk xZBgDYvXegXIKLEHL ng ekp& s gls ulydDVE o Blj
TwXd Ik eMbbvfeMvl. upo mgXval 4 | ™ /sgD:39"

"We should praise only the One God, who is beyond Maya and is present in all. God is the Source of the
Creation and whatever He wills, happens. He creates and destroys in a moment, there is none besides Him. In all
countries, islands, the entire universe, and the nether regions, in all creation he is present. Only he understands this
whom God Himself so wishes. Only he is a pure person." [7, page 706]

Also,

hEFhEXE kAVEXE BLkxgA] ueXyd BA d #11 el hEXs { DAhxXT uXpko XV PBA
sE gkl gh g mipkxhBfVly velhl; hBE&DXd yuXgkLgRDglrf hEXvphl; 8 § :/ sgD<63
"Many persons say there is but one God but their minds are taken over by pride and ego. Only the person
who recognizes God as being within him as well as in all the universe understands God's abode. God is near (within
you), do not consider Him to be far away. He alone pervades the entire universe. O Nanak, Omnipresent God
pervades all. He is the only One. There is no other." [7, page 930]

b. Unity of Creation and Creator

The Sikhs believe that creation is a manifestation of God Himself. He creates it, pervades
it and all finally merges into Him. It does not have an independent permanent existence. For
example:

mAthE 4§ YHEQEDf® A xKHbd DiHbd DEkBFATH A5 pk bo kil
mixthE \@ YHIgE \@ sY kA\@ fHFqEDIH \@ kLvplkiH



mithE gg YHYu3 fw xEmY kasky fHyug velshy kKLEfkIkaH
YaHevA12 YHIEY EY stiw ki YIRT YHxEm veAYBLpAvplkagH 4: | ;: | 7/ sgDé<’

"Just as millions of sparks arise from a fire and, after existing separately, finally merge in it; just as
innumerable dust particles arise from the dust and will again become dust; just as millions of waves arise on a large
body of water but the waves on water still remain water; the same way, from the infinite state, forms arise out of the
formless and arising from it will all merge in it." [8, page 19]

And,

hH u8 vjo £sFRh d BEeqixd [k BxXmO 4
d&£Hd Iy Buo thL.sDi mY mY mihld 2YY Hwbi 4 ;| ukBxX;
dhf ug tujd hf udl dBHo dB kKLYugR 5 |
dB kLpgwd Bk viD dB kLsRDILAB KLgHD 6 |
dBk mf dB KLn¥YQ qof fHSE vg KLpRYR 7 14 ;9 | 7 /sgD; 36"

"All this creation is various forms of the One God. Pervading all, He is Himself doing everything.
Whichever way we turn we see Him. Only a rare person attains to this wisdom. The countless manifestations are all
of the One Nirgun (beyond the three gunas of Maya). He Himself is the water and the waves upon it. He is Himself
the temple and the devotee. He is the Deity (in the temple) and also the worshipper. He is Himself the Yogi as well
as the means of Yoga. Nanak's God is always untouched (by Maya)." [8, page 803]

And,

mo YExWk d bf Yuah £4f ERAq fhgekiudn
ehvehvgihr ekXsuf} io sEHYHhESDD 6 | ™/ sgD:69"

"Countless waves arise on water (but they essentially remain water). Many types of ornaments are made
out of gold (but they still remain gold). Sowing a seed one sees many types (of growth) but when the fruit ripens, it
is seeds again. (The same way all the creation arises from God but yet remains part of Him and is ultimately Him)."
[7, page 736]

Also,

PAOBLsE VEXE {XYHD hiJAbuj & xIAvuj £fH fuY BF vEADLpHD 4 | ukEXX;
gju pk dIk ells i¥Xy dI3q sE pHHE£vjo evHD
dBHKLulg d BHLulhd Dfk fk WEXXfk fk FHDQ 4
fDEXXOMBXEDVxXeo eBDk mk sHxXYk Yk gHD
vDpRY j¥xERT gbf bbb viu e§ gkLdgkH 5 ;4 j 44: | ~:/sgD;5:"
"O God, I am nothing. Everything (that I have) is Yours. On the one hand you are Nirgun and on the other
You are Sargun (having all the three gunas of Maya). Between these two states my Master has set up His play. He is
within every body and in the entire universe. He resides in all creation. God is Himself the ruler and the ruled.
Somewhere He is the Master and at other places He is the servant. Whichever way I look, God is close by. How can
anything be hidden from Him? How can one cheat anybody? O Nanak, meeting the Virtuous Guru is like the drop
(individual) joining the ocean (God). It cannot again be seen as separate." [7, page 827]

And,

hf dgll BdBf sAf mY giHxXYY VAL plhd DFYtelrYtkpkY uoDeMAfHT; 4
VEX] BaXkVEX] Bg kA Bg BEgXKLERL vIXhEXD vY vka mdrY s¥ sEXVEL 4 | ukBEX;
mo Yud du i efe¥Dmo YHEq g kAl; hkXsusaXshiekp flolDEFuY dIg g K&l 5 | ™/ sgD7; 8"

"One God, acquiring innumerable forms is present everywhere and pervades all existence. Whichever way
I look I see Him. However, only a rare one understands this because people are completely bewitched by the forms
of Maya. God is everywhere, God is everywhere, no one is without God. God is woven through everyone just as
there are hundreds or thousands of beads but there is a single string going through all of them. The wave or the
bubble (on the surface of water) are not separate from water (have no independent existence). In the same way, this
Creation is a manifestation of God. Carefully thinking about it leads to the understanding that there is no other." [7,
page 485]



Divinity of the Human Soul

The Sikhs believe that the human soul is part of God. If one understood this link with
Divinity, one would be at peace; accept God's love and rejoice in His will. Siri Guru Granth
Sahib tells us:

pa Yl vusXkAd BQDpe Xs { DX pg ki mXYHEND kAj HpYLugd XX *: / sgD774"
"O mind, you are part of the Light (God), understand your origin. O mind, God is with you. Seeking
wisdom from the Guru enjoy (this identity)." [7, page 441]

And,

dDpubXue pk sHi stg s ukdDsE hfX
uYgxd pé Xugtbk mipX d sqLyvYXyd Ik s{BX4 ; ™/ sgD; <5"
"See the All-pervading God in all creatures. One God is completely filling all creation. Know the priceless
jewel within you. Recognize your gift yourself. [7, page 892]

The human soul has the characteristics of God. Some of the divine attributes are
described in the following verse:

d Fum £ZDpkDd g8 sBpDsliekp £Du8X ukBxX;
gDhkXePDgDhk¥eb [} gDhvxgRxgkLmpnid DgDhkXeqvHgDhkX¥h d Iy m¥yLukd Dvplhi 4
aDhvxk¥gXaDhvXvIYX gD hv¥gipaXaD hvp VgD hvxkunXokL hvXvg X vEXE { XbvEDhKXEugAg X 5 i
oDhvXeRXgkLhvXprhd [} hkxd susuXk¥Dd Thd DsBXsf fDhvoEXg oA Jw Jw d ¥l vgkLn§A 6 |
Yy j®DhE vEY x¥hd R pkDplhd DYFLKA{ThdGd {0 d {g dE§ ghd D ; olg ghd® vgD¥usb i
YEL] Y b¥ £{2q sthi qoif YEleDb eb urth; 7 i 4< ;54 ; ™:/sgD;9;"

"The individual soul has the attributes of God. The story (of God's praise) is wonderful and without
parallel. He does not get old nor is He young. He has no suffering nor fear of death. He does not die or go away. He
has been pervading all since the beginning of time. He is never hot (with desires) or cold (with worry). He does not
have friends and enemies. He does not have sorrow or joy. Everything belongs to Him and He has the ability to do
anything. He does not have any father or mother. He is beyond everything and has always been. He is untouched by
sin and good deeds. He is present in everybody and is always alert. He has created the Maya of the three gunas. The
great Maya is His shadow. He cannot be cheated or pierced; His secret cannot be understood; He is the Abode of
Mercy. He is Abode of Mercy to the downtrodden; He is always the Abode of Grace. What He is and how great He
is cannot be realized. Nanak is amazed at Him." [7, page 868]

¢. God controls Creation. All act His Will

The entire universe, created by God and pervaded by Him completely, does what it is
given to do by Him and in the manner He wills it. It is a play within Himself that God has caused
to occur and is watching. For example:

hkXsus& n8 Xfld DVEXfuYzkl fuYAvE fo \milj
k11 hBEsvYyuYArE d ¥l v¥XherhBEamT; : § ™/ sgD83 :]
"All this Creation has been created by the Doer. God, the Creator has manifested His own existence in it.
God is the One thread pervading all Creation. When He pulls this thread, (Creation comes to an end) only the One
God remains." [7, page 507]"

And

e3d fHegb LITuka fHTu3aR® Lo LfHbo y LYHLA I} d DpAFo Y k&
uR FHIKEpD g fipJBHel edvLegB BB sil 80 Y ki
JAD;§ §JAFly pFly fHl bd AVeYLAATh gA gl figoY ki
IngAvk NdThr Yghs@q st shhr vue \q \Ip io i® vfioY kK 6 ;58 | *;/sgD69"



"The Bengalis of Bengal, the Franks of France, the Dilwalis of Delhi, all act Your will. The Rohillas of
Rohi, the brave Maghelas of the country Magh, the Bundelas of Bangas destroy the source of evil. The Gurkhas sing
Your praises, the Chinese bow their heads, the Tibetans worship You to destroy the bodily ailments. Whoever
worshipped You, attained perfect illumination, all the treasures, all the flowers and fruits." [8, page 36]

Also:

d BH/HDo ThgDEd BIDd BHE] ¥ xEhD d BH® § §ThgDEd DDA BHvel vplhD d BEOHD dIk bnbilLd B HX
bnkh 4
pHbpg mb ubgPXrphh d gbgXd ggXkgAyCGED Lo Aj X1 s@Al o By ukiXX;
d BHj SLEDKkABd DiDely d BHj x ?Fulkly d BEFo vEuDLd hiDd BHysxymkD £%o K Dsly d Ik pulhgDkd DIDf 11
ef uk sFIRL 5 |
ds dnDDshgDEd DDEfL yHHA B FEBD £11 eb £ ud xEhgDkd DIDFEXFaxXEpmhy d BHkLeo X3 I kAEd DD
eo XEgfptn pF\BQ 6 |
VEXd BHN YX<XhgDkd DDyl d BHEY kZBD b mifULd BHsIhgDEd DDk XSEXhEAVX Xk mej ueAvESFvL
bd MMk gff EjY vplkD 7 § 9 1 ™/ sgD939"

"The Beloved God Himself gets people to serve Him. He Himself inspires them to worship. He Himself
gets them to sing His praises. He Himself unites them with (Guru's) word. He is Himself the pen and the scribe. He
Himself writes the fate of all. O my mind, be enthusiastic in remembering God's Name. Benefit from the Perfect
Guru. The fortunate one who does this finds eternal joy. The Beloved is Himself the shepherd girls as well as
Krishan and grazes cattle in the forest (reference is to the life of Krishan, an incarnation of Vishnu according to the
Hindus). The Beloved God is Himself the dark handsome Krishan and Himself plays the flute. Appearing as a child
(Krishan), The Beloved God Himself destroys Kovalyia. The Beloved has Himself created this playground and
Himself is watching His play. The Beloved creates the child form (Krishan) and gets Chandoor, Kans and Kesi
destroyed by him. The Beloved is Himself the strength as well as the destroyer of strength of foolish and ignorant
(persons). The Beloved God Himself creates the universe but keeps it under His control. He Himself puts a rope
around everyone's neck and whichever way God pulls they go. O my beloved (friend), anyone who shows pride will
be destroyed. O Nanak, remember God's Name, and be absorbed in His worship." [7, page 606]

PRAYER
a. Nearness of God and Guru

Prayer is not merely a recitation of prescribed words in a certain specified manner but a
constant consciousness of the nearness of God and Guru and a constant reference of all our
thoughts and actions to God and His wishes. This consciousness is necessary to acquire humility
and development of love for all. It also provides the moral strength to avoid the traps of lust,
anger, greed, attachment and ego. An example from Siri Guru Granth Sahib is:

k11 hfvigib pAgeYLkl hfviglb plugX ki hf foHDviQskls hfvAglb pAvaX
kil hfvAglb pAjgwHoKxpa Dfug EaX mipAkuZDrid fLfgAg pBHIgX
k11 hffpHDpvo YLEgQ JUg vpuZi ki hf fpHDgYDixkA 11 olvd Dmj kZX
k11 hfvzglpzawh kZnfvin vEgDvpuZX v X vEXpoIhd DInly Yud Dvjo mj ¥YX
pq £Id Dh{Ds@ld Dsthd D\X1 ve§ | gqif sThd DvFXgRXvokLESHES | 4 | ™/ sgD<8;

"My friendship is with the One God and I love only Him. God alone is my friend and He is my only
companion. I converse with God alone, He never has a frown on His face. He knows all that worries me and never
turns His back on me. God alone, with the power to create as well as destroy, is my only adviser. He, who has His
hand on the heads of all the givers in the world, is my only Giver. The One God, who has power over all, is my
support. The Guru has placed his hand on my head and united me with God, the source of peace, the One who is
Savior of the whole world. O Nanak, one's heart's desires are fulfilled and one finds the True Name if the union is
ordained (by God) to start with." [7, page 958]



Meeting God through Love

The Sikhs believe that union with God and complete understanding of His love can only
be achieved through love for Him and for His creation. Hatred for anyone has no place in a Sikh
heart. The daily Sikh prayer includes the following verse describing the futility of all holy acts if
they are devoid of love:

fkDE | finfgR 20 Fq pdy f2eR ukr ef NdBXo jihr i
g ilir oVl vpgg o £ j hr suo £Xjylhr i
ey fir Ehd ) vielN £ HHKLA &Kiviek kYhr
VIFXEkx XX o KXEAMLy sHXElr Mg kLsEXslhri < i 5< | 7/ sgD46"
"What has a man gained if he closed both his eyes and sat in concentration like a crane (looking for fish)?
What if he bathed at all the holy spots over the seven seas? He has lost this world and the other one too. If instead he
lived in sin, he wasted his life and got nothing for it. Let everybody listen to me carefully, the truth is that only he
who has loved (God and His Creation) has found God." 8, page 13]

This love for God guides a person in giving up doubt, wayward pursuits of the transitory
world, and following the path of ultimate union with God. For example, Siri Guru Granth Sahib
decribes this in the following verse:

sty stiY j ¥l Dpkg o gh
mk pg jBg hAAd yuxgkLffo HAVE o5 Xogk {Oge\DfLEXWED 4 ; ukBxX; ™/ sgD:79"
"Of all the love in the world, the supreme love is of Beloved, Bewitching God. O my mind, remember the
One Gobind; nothing else counts. Seek the Saints and give up the wrong path of indecision." [7, page 746]

Siri Guru Granth Sahib gives numerous illustrations of unconditional love within the
experience of earthly creatures and seen in association of objects in nature. One of the
illustrations is the love of a child for its parent. The child loves the parent and depends upon
him/her for education, enlightenment, and support. For example, the following verse describes
the prayer of a child, the devotee, to God the Father:

SE fIAFsDI\ kp k1ij & jkjH kxX¥EuLfuxXhY A& sE pk fe jb oPkjH 4 jukxX
kp eluf pX\ hdky EYDvpMEk]H viXhgXhgXED Bjli mjYkY EFkijK 4 |
mekl v BLYR giXvBLkp sBkjH pk gfLgBLWx¥ hwXsk kp nkjH5
mfkls Eyk EjY YoDkh ERkjHn¥Lm¥ bolh mi ub miykjH 6 i

kl d Btkh FEDXAE by oFkjHmpghfxvuly g k1t ol ungkjH 7 § 9 |~/ sgD4654"

"My God, The Merciful Lord, have mercy upon us so we sing Your praises. I am always waiting in hope as
to when God will hold me in His embrace. We are ignorant foolish children, our Father will teach us. The son will
repeatedly err and do wrong but the Father of the Universe will still love him. O Master, we receive only what You
give us; I do not know of any other place whither we can turn. Those devotees whom God likes will love God; they
will merge their soul with Light (God) and become one with the Light. When God Himself has mercy, He will
create His love in us. The servant Nanak has sought shelter at the Door, God Himself will protect my honor." [7,
page 1321]

The intensity of this love for God is described in Siri Guru Granth Sahib in the following
verse, among others:

utbg ALk bxXei fi mklmb fpoki okulglb s{WK2ELY]vAd vak;
mb pk mld x¥h fAEgXno puQXVolk; 4 i
pg UHExX{ @k BgXedmi; j¥p¥ d¥l uly ukdDenviEj Y E&M; 4 ;| ukXX;
Utbg d &Lkl WxXsHY f11 miLp{& Ll Ixxd Nf| \ ¥xxviXTQfply Yh v vulia
EgXno JULg mhLsEXDAA E sk 5
ubbl d&Lkl WxXsiy f11 mkLFIVE pKi vu Eli Zo kuldJoHhf eg q syhLfK;
fub boaveshid AfuYXshdD¥ i g 6
ubpg d&Lkl bxXsiY fii mkLmo gX khi d BwQxd BEhyZ2oX fxXsD g g



dBHb YV{#HAIDVF yGdbhLgh; 7 ;
utpbg d&Lkl ¥xX¥siY £ mxLFEyLva | hoXso Xgly g vghLmpAg™ kmbii
papX vELgDsyAj xupk vgDkmhi; 8 ; ™t/ sgD8< "

"O my mind, how can you be saved (from the traps of Maya) without love? Through following the Guru it
becomes clear that God is always present inside one. The Guru gives the gift of the treasure of devotion. O my mind,
love God as the lotus flower loves water. The waves on the water slap the lotus around but, because of its love, it
blooms even bettter. God creates life like that of the lotus in water and, without water, they die. O my mind, love
God as the fish loves water. The deeper the water the more satisfied the fish gets in body and mind. It cannot survive
without water. Only God knows the feelings a fish has for water. O my mind, love God as the Chatrik (a bird) loves
the rain. The tanks may be full of water, the earth may be green, but without the drop of rain they mean nothing to it.
We get whatever God Himself, in His mercy, gives. We get what we deserve for our previous deeds. O my mind,
love God as water loves milk. When boiled, water boils off first and does not let the milk suffer. God Himself unites
the lost one with Him (in the same manner) and then gives us honor. O my mind, love God as the Chakvi (a bird)
love the sun. When the sun is set, it cannot sleep for even a moment. The sun is hidden but it still remembers it as if
it were with her. The person who follows the Guru understands God is always with him. Those who follow their
own minds do not understand." [7, page 59]

b. See God in Everyone. Universal Brotherhood

God being the object of devotion and love, a Sikh constantly remembers that God
pervades all and sees Him in everyone. A person at peace with himself would see others in the
same light and will not feel hatred or enmity towards anyone. Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches us:

VKIGHE £sHAVE vHId Dug LEAERAVE ugl; fuQ fuRQkmn vA PLARq K% vasil; 4 |
pq pHHIty d s¥DEupX) yDO YMvEAEDAFH g E® DInly vi o fekpXs { DD ukExX;
vE v3 mEDpgXvIYo XrkXiRAv] o LWIT; kxEAug mEDpgXed kY rkXngb pulkooDT; 5 | ™/ sgD943 "

"A happy person sees everyone as happy. A sick (wicked) person sees every one as sick (wicked). The
Master (God) has the power to do anything and to get His creatures to do as He wishes. He holds spiritual joy and
sorrow in His hands. O my mind, to one who has overcone his doubt and has seen God in all His creation, no one is
lost. One whose mind is at peace after meeting the Guru sees peace in the entire world. However, one whose mind is
pervaded by the sickness of ego is miserable and is dying while alive." [7, page 610]

Also,

iy YXYouAYDVEXE { 3vMAd ¥11 mipAvue ghd§
arf YDExXpo AyChId BXs {RAue md R 57 ; ™/ sgD<73"
"The person who gives up ego in his life understands everything and he is firm in being kind to all beings.
O Nanak, he who sees himself in all beings will be honored." [7, page 940]

Siri Guru Granth Sahib describes the state of mind of one who has met the Guru and has
been united with God, i.e., has been able to see God in all. As illustrations, we quote the
following verses:

f11 FusDolr pk gPDedgXYH{XEDH pg YHeviir vio £\8Dj¥ fLFuQLobi 4 ;
vD\ vd FE eull {0 dkeX pk pgefrg gHEll jGKDI BT 4 § ukEXX;
gDf fpHiDg¥pq ukd DgDkp ¥viHeBhl; ekpXsvhiXsvilir EN11 v¥jX YHHELSDL 5
VEXE folv¥kp dBq flgDkp VEGDEHRVING; g1 sulhr pg £DEukDYDpH XfIr pHAING | 6 |
kqlr TWDAd PpYXyRDvegxo j £ ¥ plW} mb Zb pkd b vue JyRLgRf uphdDGWL 7 ;6 | ™/ sgD9:4"

"Through meeting the Guru, I have given up dependence on others. I have dug a deep pit and in it buried
pride, love of Maya, and desires of my mind. the Guru gave me (God's) Name which liberates me from bondage (to
Maya). 1 have come to the Guru's feet and all worries have been forgotten from my mind. I have no enemies left (I
do not see anyone as an enemy) and I am not anyone's enemy. | have understood that all the creation is God
Himself, that He pervades all. I got this understanding from the True Guru. I have befriended everyone and I am
friend to all. When the feeling of separation (from God) went away from my mind, my King united me with
Himself. My stubbornness is destroyed, I find Guru's Word to be sweet. It gives eternal life and has come to abide in

me. O Nanak, on land, on sea, and in the air, I have seen the All-pervading God." [7, page 671]



And,

mansfIgfkp v fHEr ;| sE pHHffvjo Ly®r i gDEEGY gkLeRAhl; jb bb FR HhBAEMI; 6 ; ™ /sgD;; : "
"I am a servant of all God has created. My God resides everywhere. There is no enemy or opponent. I walk
hand in hand with all. We are all brothers." [7, page 887]

c. Realization comes only through Divine mercy

Siri Guru Granth Sahib teaches us that the realization that God is near and pervades all
can come only through God's mercy and Guru's advice. For example:

vE pk yuYzhAsvh; IvgfifusDfuHVvXsujw khi 47 | ™/ sgD<64" i
"The Same One pervades all. Upon whomsoever He has mercy understands this." [7, page 931]

And,

mEoAVEYHDURX JRO\D j¥g dg8i
¥pli ¥pl ¥pl mg vhi giif fub suBY khij 6 | *:/sgD:57"
"The Repository of all Virtues, Incomparable Preserver of the World, all that I see is Your form. O man,
keep remembering him always. O Nanak, (this remembrance) is received only through His mercy." [7, page 724]

Also,

IYXE fo Thd DXY kLo jBR gDffolxgkLEsvd by £1i FusDIwXg#AgxX giif YifAeb eb mxX; 6 | *:/saD
<47

"There are no wise or foolish people. Everyone is doing what God has given him to do. If, in His mercy, He
gives some one His Name, Nanak would give his life for that person. [7, page 914]

SIKH LIFESTYLE

The conduct of a Sikh is governed by the requirement that it be acceptable to God who
loves all and is the object of our love. This requires that one serve God and His people in honesty
and humility and be ready to sacrifice all other interests in this pursuit.

a. Honest Living

The Sikh concept of honest living has resulted in a strong work ethic. A Sikh is self-
reliant and it is extremely unusual to see a Sikh beggar. At the time of India's freedom from
British rule in 1947, nearly half the total population of Sikhs became refugees when the new
state of Pakistan decided to drive them out. They were economically devastated, having had to
flee their homes and businesses to save themselves from slaughter. The new Government in
Pakistan severely restricted what they could take with them. In India, they found refuge with
relatives and in Gurdwaras (Sikh places of worship). Despite all the hardship there were no Sikh
beggars and in a few years they had struggled back to becoming one of the most affluent
communities in India. To maintain their economic independence, Sikhs have shown great
enterprise and have not hesitated in going to other countries to seek their fortunes even though
they had to face numerous hardships in practising their faith. In India, they have moved to all the
states and done well for themselves as well as for the local communities they joined. Wherever
they have settled, they have built Gurdwaras which, among other services, run free kitchens open
to all.



b. Humility

One of the major human afflictions is pride. Regardless of what good deeds one does, if
these lead to pride, they are without merit. Service should be in humility and without hurting
anyone. Siri Guru Granth Sahib instructs the Sikhs in this. The following verses are given as
illustrations of this advice.

YiaZ euY duXgly £ pg pk \uljBRX gif bkio mY Nk hxXERu hvgRX 79 i/ sgD475; "
"If one does pilgrimage, fasts and practices charity but is proud of it, O Nanak, it is all worthless just as
bathing an elephant is." [7, page 1428]

Siri Guru Granth Sahib gives us the following views by Bhagat Kabir Ji:

felr uBDkh ukXe®r £DYI pg £Dd EplX d &DfAELgRXkh Yk Yo ZE]j ylyXi 479 i
fels uEDkA DY ¥d DEhd DsgLEx¥giXoM | d ADYHDgRXkAIxX\ugLpk nkj 47: i
fela nk KALYxXfd DEhd DnRxXs 0§ 2d 3 | klimgXd &DFIE Atk Xsilivued | 47; i
felr sLkADY ¥dDEhd DviuDYNYDk#h | kimgXd ADFIXG ArxDk i1 kLkhi 47< */ sgD46:5"

"Kabir, give up all pride from your mind; be a pebble on the road (to touch the feet of every traveller). If
there is such a (humble) servant, God would meet him. O Kabir, so what if one is a pebble; it hurts the traveller('s
feet). O God, Your servant should be like the fine dust on the ground. O Kabir, so what if one is the fine dust, it
blows up and soils the traveller's limbs; God's man should be such as water which adjusts its shape to every vessel.
O Kabir, so what if one is water, it gets warm and cold (and thereby inconveniences the traveller). God's servant
should be like God Himself. (in dealing with people)." [7, page 1372]

c¢. The Saint-soldier

A Sikh leads a life of prayer, unselfish honest labor and sharing the fruits of labor and is
a man of peace. However, he also has to be brave, true to his word, generous, and remover of
woes of all people treating friend and foe alike. This ideal, an essential feature of the teachings of
the Gurus, is the lifestyle of a saint-soldier who is saintly in his personal attitudes but also is
always ready to fight for the protection of the weak and the oppressed. In line with this, Sikhs
have always stood for and fought for freedom for all. They are dedicated to freedom of worship,
right to life and property, and the right to live peacefully in any occupation or lifestyle, for
people of all races, religions, castes and color. They have to be peaceful and use persuasion to
ensure freedom but, as a last resort, when nothing else avails and the oppressor is out to
exterminate the victim, the Gurus required the Sikh to be able to take the field and fight in
defense of the weak and the helpless. Siri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib created the Khalsa (Guru's
own) and required them to keep weapons. He is said to have declared: "Without weapons a man
is but a sheep. He can be held by the ear and taken anywhere. My dear, listen to my instruction.
Do not come to my presence without weapons and uncut hair." Keeping weapons and being able
to use them effectively created a tradition of Sikhs being soldiers by faith. The following verse
by Siri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib summarizes the concept of the saint-soldier ideal and is
referred to by some Sikhs as their national anthem:

oK VyDeu pk hkZWK fupqg YHfek?g wug
g Guegd 11 veire nth ouehvFAfu d sqlolY fug
duXin ked BgtkLpg fRhk o F kxXj & YxXxKug
me dF fLAxX Lol egHlY kLug pA¥e ¥ puR 564 | % /sgD<<"
"My God, give me this boon that I may never desist from good acts. May I not be afraid of the enemy when
I go to battle. May I resolutely effect my victory. May I instruct my mind so that it would always desire to sing Your
praise. When the time comes for my life to end, may I die fighting in the thick of battle." [8, page 99]
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Sikh readiness to oppose injustice and cruelty and to fight for freedom for all people has
been a constant source of worry to oppressive regimes and unjust rulers. Successive governments
in India have sought to channelize or neutralize this tradition. In the eighteenth century, the
rulers of the time tried to exterminate all Sikhs. However, in spite of several massacres and long
periods of oppression, the Sikhs survived. After British takeover of Punjab, the Sikhs were
totally disarmed [9, page 175; 10, page 277]. Lord Dalhousie had declared [10, page 190]: "If the
Sikhs, after this is over, rise again, they shall intrench themselves behind a dunghill, and fight
with their fingernails, for if I live 12 months, they shall have nothing else left to fight with."
Regarding Sikh leadership, Lord Dalhousie's instructions were [11, page 99]: "Let them be
placed somewhere under surveillance; but attach their property till their destination is decided."”
The Government tried to undermine their religion through taking over control of their places of
worship and outright oppression. As Kapur describes it [12, page 8]: "Uncertain of the British
attitude towards their recent foes, those who had earlier adopted the garb of the Khalsa in their
thousands, now deserted it with the same vigor." However, later, the British saw wisdom in
capitalizing on the Sikh military tradition. Sikhs were preferentially recruited not only into the
army and the police in India but also taken to serve in other countries in British possession.
During the First World War, a population of 2 million Sikhs is said to have provided 90000 men
to the army. The Sikhs continued to be regarded as outstanding soldiers and were heavily
represented in the armed forces till 1947.

Sikhs were foremost in the struggle for India's independence from the British. According
to statistics published by the Sikh Missionary College [13, page 19], of the 121 persons hanged
for treason by the British, 93 were Sikhs; of 2646 sentenced to life imprisonment, 2147 were
Sikhs; and of the 2004 killed in police and army firings on demonstrations, 1457 were Sikhs.
This was totally out of proportion for a group that made up only two percent of the total
population. When Indira Gandhi declared a state of emergency in India in 1975, Sikhs were the
only group that continued to vigorously protest this denial of civil rights to people after Mrs.
Gandhi had been successful in putting down all other opposition. This perhaps was the factor that
led to her strong interference in Punjab 1980 onwards to neutralize the Sikhs.

After British withdrawal from South Asia, successive administrations in India have
sought to neutralize this tradition as a "myth of the martial race" created by the British. It started
with removal of the requirement that Sikhs in the army must take Pahul (initiation ceremony for
becoming a Sikh) and maintain the external symbols of their faith. Later on, under the pretext of
making the Indian army national in its composition, recruitment of Sikhs was drastically
reduced. Recently, under the garb of secularization, Sikh regiments in the Indian Army have
been abolished and the troops distributed over other units. Thus, freedom for India has spelled
rejection of the Sikh religion, in its original form, by the majority of Indians which is Hindu.
They have effectively banned the Sikh from pursuing his cherished ideal of a saint-soldier. The
view propagated by Hindu intellectuals and, apparently, accepted by the Indian Government is
that Sikhs are essentially Hindus and not a separate religion at all. Manju Subhash regards the
Sikh ideal of a saint-soldier to be merely a political device used at a certain time in history. She
states [14, page 210]: "To fulfil a certain need of the hour, Guru Gobind Singh preached the
gospel of the Khalsa, the pure or the elect." She regards the preservation of Sikh identity as a part
of the British policy of "divide and rule." According to her [14, page 212] the task before the
British was "to create the Sikhs into a separate and distinct community, even when they were
Hindus insofar as their religion was concerned." This is a direct and cruel attack on what the
Sikhs hold to be a sacred mandate for a certain lifestyle from their beloved Guru. Indian
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Government's desire to introduce fundamental changes in Sikh beliefs and practices, and the
state terrorism used to enforce these, is at the root of the present conflict in Punjab. Government
interference in their faith has led the Sikhs to seek freedom for their homeland they call
Khalistan.

DIFFERENT FAITHS
a. All claim to have realized God.

People have tried many different ways to realize God or to achieve perfection. Each one
of them claims success. According to Sikh belief, none of these various ways leads to God unless
one gives up pride and seeks God's love through the Guru's grace. For example,

mopXOKLERAFyq eIl pg nin pn X ukixX;
NapLN\do ki JABLYdXfpyki sE FgklolDy 4 i
Ej xXLukY n¥ YD m§ LEKY pRYD YsvLYsk udQ} 5 |
PELPE\DL; vd FLekpFilj xFWLxF ulh 6 |
Ej ¥ gyAsufDl s&YVXEXSEDD JuvYLhuvY \upDdD 7 ;
hfveglLeki® dy\¥Q fRBULEXXHT Y0 hif Yl gD 8
bukir yuYLd BuvD hif o ¥ g gifk guv) hif pgkLjdD0 9 ;
JOv g ¥gkLfkD hd b vE fkYikAsThd} hw pHHEEE] YR : |
vijo xX¥ x¥RT VAd§Lvul shD gqRfXj¥Fuld sud ; {5 i 5: | :/sgD:4"

"I do not know what would please God. O my mind, search for the Way. The meditators meditate, the
scholars study but no one has found God. Vaishnav seekers stay busy in holy acts, yogis say they have been
delivered, the ascetics are absorbed in their pursuits, the silent ones stay silent, the Sanyasis (those who have given
up worldly attachments), the Brahmacharis ( those who have controlled sexual urges), the Udasis (who have no
home and wander) are all busy in their ways. Some say there are nine types of devotees, the pundits recite the
Vedas, the householder is following his Dharam. There are those who just say one word, those who take on many
forms, those who go about naked, those who wear special types of clothing, those who are poets, those who stay
awake all the time, and some who bathe at holy places. Some stay without food, some do not let anyone touch them,
some hide in caves and do not let anyone see them, and some think in their own minds that they have divine
knowledge. No one says he is less than any other. All claim they have found God but the real devotee is he whom
God unites with Himself. I have given up all the various ways and means and have sought shelter with God. Nanak
has fallen at the Guru's feet." [7, page 71]

b. No False Faiths

All the creation is proof of God's greatness. No faith that believes in prayer to God can be
false. They are all essentially the same. Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells us:

vIbDvike VEXY?pHHVIDYHDfIH DVvFXvEXKH |
MBD¥v fxXd hld AvIRDgRDOL.fhi 4 j
VEQDYF Y?yuYoDVIDVE YMk Nd Bk boXull;

vE YMKLZEkXod gHoHVIEDY?VEgDfuk hf gl 5

VEXE SYMKLYF kZpHHVBDYMYHel 1 FRLGTK |
VE mld YHIY vEVgDpHEVIDVE YMKLplk vpIKi 6 j
VEQDfLY2d Br kApHHEd BiEvE YNk Nd Bk pHHvk;

IERANEXINXY 20HHEd RIHvEXgRf fHsIYVIR; 7 | : {46 | :/sgD9:3"

"My King, You are the Eternal Master, forever. All that You create is true. O King, who can we call false
when there is no other? You pervade all beings. All pray to You day and night. They all ask you for things, You are
the one providing for all. Everything is under Your command, my King, nothing is outside it. All the beings are
Yours and You belong to all; they all merge into You. You fulfil the hopes of all, all pray to You. O Nanak's King,
O my Beloved, You are the Eternal One; keep me (in Your service) in whatever manner might please You. [7, page
670]
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Emphasizing the essential unity of faiths, Siri Guru Granth Sahib's words are:

el fYH fkkXoY MEHVRDmEg elFni ™: / sgD4683
"Don't say the Vedas and the Books (Torah, Bible, Qura'an) are false. False is the one who does not study
them." [7, page 1350]

And,

dokXja%jo Jw ENL1 kugho KXEFMI; kg?YHf gk2pk hEAFkAfels sEDL; 6 | : | 5< | *:/sgD7;6"
"Kabir says this loud and clear, and you should think over it in your own mind. God pervades all persons
unseen. He is the same in the Hindu as well as the Muslim." [7, page 483]

c. God created various forms of worship

The Sikhs believe that God created all people and all faiths. There are no limits on God
and divine revelation has come to various people at different times in language, idiom, and
metaphor appropriate for them. God's people who bring God's Word are not ordinary beings in
the cycle of birth and death but special messengers who are one with God and come for the
benefit of mankind. Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells us:

mgp puqg gkk?pk gklmg suxEfmilLd bl md goXgHE] YLoThh ki ¥xXo Xy bobH 5 | ™/ sgD:7<"
"God's saints are not subject to birth and death; they have come for the benefit of others. They give people
the gift of God's love and unite them with God." [7, page 749]

All faiths worship the same God using different names for Him and praising some special
divine attributes. All mankind is one. The apparent differences in form are indicative of God's
glory in revealing Himself to various people. For example,

sxMlj YXX\d hl e§ £YBDVOXnUH jQYL]QLg nh YHAgL sUH

ekpHYXxX\d IhigKhgthg®Ql vau kBvg dyYmi ki mv pX EQD

shi bfPpeu vH pvihf dxBhH rY s¥ budm J v J v px& Thi

FRKXFuRlygRrX\upHY] d A iYXiy3o Thk dk YYXVYXo jHA; 5 § ™/ saD84;
"The Vedas and the Books (Torah, Bible, Qura'an) all stand and worship You. So many people are lying at

Your door that they cannot be counted. Numerous Brahmas and Indras with their thrones, Shivas and incarnations of
Vishnu sing God's glory and so do many Pirs, Prophets, Sheikhs, and holy men. You pervade all completely and are
fulfilling Yourself in all. Falsehood destroys and people can reach You only if they follow the correct way but we all
do what You Yourself get us to." [7, page 518]

And,

fHELe6 D up fRLN¥h; fRLVHAj¥hid DfELdolk| 4 ;
fmQ fuQ fulp; ¥usD\I ukpi 4 | UKEXX;
FRLQRAYLY fRLkm nih; FRLfuASRDERLIUXgyThi 5 i
fRL.sUP=g fRLEYH; fRLrTAqlo fRLVEH; 6 |
FRLFKAYMEXFRLFkAkg? fRLey AEVYXFRLVEL g? 7 |
fkXgf Iy kXpXs{DY} sE vike fDNh BN 8 ;< § 2/ ; ;8"

"Some people call you Ram, others call You Khudaa. Some serve Gosain, some Allah. O Merciful Creator
and Doer, have mercy upon me. Some bathe at holy places and others go for Aujj. Some do pooja others bow their
heads. Some read the Vedas, others the Books (Torah, Bible, Qura'an etc.). Some wear blue, others white. Some call
themselves Muslims, others Hindus. Some seek bahisht (persian for heaven), some suarg (sanskrit for heaven). O
Nanak, say; whosoever has understood the Hukam (Divine order), has learnt the secret of God, the Master." [7, page
885]

And,
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fig fug fulb; vue slYysld uklp;i dok don dsij n& n¥h yG eHm; 4 |
r¥EpfEjvE J¥h n £ uly ukdDvue WD 4 | ukBEX;
mj gZ mjnlyqg pDf ExEaqg Lig plk dubf Lnifl j&b j¥gi sBg vueYtpRgi 5 |
Pkuyly pxBDYKLhH; sl sEeu vH| o DfDp £XfultkTX £Xioy £YH YEBEX 6 |
ghQ quku ghd® ; upY ulb Jw Jw dD\D | eF¥H evY VE Whi ol D¥{ onLg mh;j 7 ;
Pbku ghdDfl1 fugkmi; Ej ¥ egj Lok humQkmi; fkxgf j %1 nBHEup; hsd okXshiekpX 8 { 67 | 78 | ™:/saD
;<9
"The Source of creation, Merciful, Provider of all, A/lah, Unseen, Boundless, Yourself the Master of all,
You are beyond all count. God, the Master of creation, the Creator of all people, All-pervading God, I salute You.
Master of the universe, Life of creation, Master of Maya, the Destroyer of fear, Worthy of remembrance in our
hearts, Master of all senses, Preserver of the earth, Master of the world, Grantor of deliverance, the All-pervading,
Merciful God, You are the only one to deliver pirs, prophets and sheikhs. The Master of all hearts is just. He is
beyond the Qura'an and the Books. The Abode of Mercy (God) is Himself Narayan and Narsingh. He pervades and
supports all. He is Baasdev and his home is everywhere. His wonderful creativity cannot be described. O Doer, have
mercy (on me), show me kindness. O Creator, give me the gift of devotion and submission to You. Say, O Nanak,
when the Guru rids one of his doubts, Allah and Parbrahm are seen as one." [7, page 896]

Also,

fR7Ehr p8dDvayd PLERMS LEhr £R2%kpFDILER MYLd qplet
kg?yHf fR2uBvLhph vOLphv fLnY vEANHASKFOEf
fuYDfub vBLulnf ukl rhLgvufg E§ fRLE® Ep plef
hEKLfLvi VEKLE£] ¥ot hl hf kTivu8 veEnHAnY niojef 48 | ;8 |
g¥DpvIY VRl sfDd Ry rhlf plyv vefhE sAd gl fEpBXkA
oHYDA oif m) J&e YMf kg? bd DiHhd it fHER £ ESEXXKA
hEZqey/ hEAFIy/ HBAGH/ hBZely/ niE ely AV dRiEB £Ruo BXkA
dok dEH VAl sy d REXR rhlf hf kLvud velhB kLeghkA 49 i ;9 i 7/ saDa<’

"Some shave their heads and become Sanyasis, some become Yogis, some are celibate and some are known
for continence. Some are Hindus and others Muslims, Sunni or Shia. Recognize all mankind as one. The Creator
and the Merciful, the Provider and the Gracious are the same God. Do not, in error or doubt, accept any other. All
serve the One, He is the One Divine Teacher of all, there is but One Form, let all understand Him to be the same
Light.

"The temple and the mosque are the same, pooja (Hindu worship) and namaaz (Muslim prayer) are the
same. All mankind is one but appears to be several (groups). (The existence as different entities) of gods, the anti-
gods, the yakshas and gandharvs (characters in Hindu religion); of the Muslims and the Hindus; is merely the
difference in dress (outer appearance) of (people from) different countries. All have the same eyes, the same ears,
the same body and the same form. They are all made of earth, air, fire and water. Allah and the Formless God are the
same; the Purans and the Qura'an are the same; all are the same appearance, the same form." [8, page 19]

d. No bad people. All are God's children

For a Sikh, there are no bad people. All are created by God. They may appear to be
different but all are God's creation and part of God Himself. Siri Guru Granth Sahib tells us:

VEgQDEDsEXhEXkZgRDd yuXg £hi j¥ suvlLply yvAVYXT v sujwXkhi 8 |
vEXd FumpLekpXkZ2ekpX/vAVE ZIhi pgDfvgsd bild vel yHkXbyohi 9 j
eXDEo DYFuxd BigDIFuXk2gKXolk | j ¥p¥ hEfe¥d DhEvXolk vplhi : | ™:/sgD:8:"

"One God is the Master of all, there is no other. When, through the Guru's grace, He resides in someone's
mind, He manifests Himself in that person. This entire creation is a manifestation of the Omniscient God and He is
everywhere. If one carefully studies the (Guru's) Word, how can one call anyone bad. A person talks about good and
bad people only so long as he is caught up in Duality (that the creation is separate from God). One who has
followed the way shown by the Guru has understood the Unity and is absorbed in God." [7, page 757]

And,

eXDEo DfkXIfvgefkid Avj o Hrld YREH 4 ; ukxX; ™/ sqD6; 6"
"Who can we call bad or good when all are Your creatures?" [7, page 383]
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Also,

Ak x¥EhfDd BHINAHE ; pgD¥vgsd hild An>vEgGDvikeXhBX *: / sgD456:
O Nanak, He Himself creates them and makes them different. Who shall we say is bad for all have the
same Master." [7, page 1237]

And,

iugDno £3ho £ pk no £ yviue plk; pgD¥vgsd mid Ans> VvXegXfRLak; :8 | ™t/ sgD46; 4"
"O Farid, the Creator pervades all Creation and the Creation is in God. How can we call any one bad when
there is none besides Him?" [7, page 1381]

And,

dyb dok qRXxEhd Dfgul fIWE eghi hl q@ YHvEXN] Xx¥hd Dfx% EoHffogil 4 |
o$DEud g E@ kXEDI; nib f%o f no f pk nib X ukr ve Whit 4 | ukX; ™/ sgD467< "

"At first there was God's Light from which the universe was created. All the creation is created by God's
power. From one Light the entire universe was created, who is bad and who is good? O people, O brothers, do not
get lost in doubt. The Creator is the Creation, the Creator is in the Creation, He pervades all completely." [7, page
1349]

All the creatures are God's children. He created them and cares for them. He loves them.
He nourishes them and supports all of them like a parent. Siri Guru Granth Sahib also describes
the world as a garden planted by God who cares for it and makes it beautiful. There is an
essential unity between all people as belonging to the same God. For example:

d BH/#Do Ihd gXd BHenv fullhj vEQDEDpDExXA Ik kAd BH/M full; *: / sgD986"
"God has Himself engaged people in His service and He Himself blesses them. He Himself is father and
mother to all and takes care of all." [7, page 653]

And,

Y2vMDvike el kpl[ Rl YHHAn¥ E6DD “:/sgD<:
"You are our common Father. Your treasuries contain, and are never short of, all the nine treasures." [7,
page 97]

Also,

hASVFXUYAVE d 11 vEgQDfulslysp
aif hfvXeg¥pAd yuXg mRDvEQDgRpghd 0 8 § 8 | ™t/ sgD88< "
"The One Eternal God pervades all and provides for all creatures. O Nanak, I do not recognize anyone
besides the One God, the Abode of Mercy, who is the support of all." [7, page 559]

And,

hkXnj XyWLpHDsEXpD I vgDvp HE fgkTin I
Ly rgDshHYKLyu YHy R 2y XnQR AN 8 | ™/ sgD44;
"This world is like a flower-garden and God is the gardener. He cares for all and does not ignore any one.
Each flower has the fragrance that the gardener has put in it. It is known by the fragrance the gardener has put in it."
[7, page 1187]

Also,

PRLhE vjo vell ekXel EBHI UATERID 6 |
SE YYXbDb GHLEDAEDD JIv y\ fffulelFmn 7 ; / sgD445;
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"Just as a potter makes many types of vessels out of the same clay, the entire universe has been made out of
the same materials. Five ingredients have been combined to make this body; some may have more or less of some
ingredients." [7, page 1128]

And,

VEATw upXeH 2upDe® A ulp EgDffe®Aull 4 | UKEXX;
hfo pBiLfiu FWLEMG kAekXgRRul d vZRu map flw sYdp Jiv Jiv ul vpRDuK 4 |
hfo FEDumxd g¥Dd x¥ YmevE d FDull s@y2gRDENHOKfpDEWER f£&gRDUK 5 § 6 | :/saD<; ;

"God speaks in every body, God does. Who else but God speaks? Out of the same earth, a variety of
vessels has been made, from the ant to the elephant. In animate as well as inanimate objects, in insects too, the same
God pervades. Giving up all other hopes, concentrate on the One who is Infinite. Nama humbly says that when one
has got rid of desires, there is no difference between the Master and the servant." [7, page 988]

e. The Critics are Lost and Ignorant

Many persons do not worship God. Instead they think that their minds are capable of
understanding creation and of solving all problems. Often, making good of all or good of a large
majority the fundamental principle, they argue that religion is not only not necessary but even a
hindrance to human progress. This criticism of religion is based on lack of understanding of
religion. These persons assume that religion is essentially superstition and belief in supernatural
beings and happenings. The human mind cannot comprehend the infinite. With its limited
capability, and without devotion and love as the guiding principles, it can only argue on the basis
of material benefits of individuals or groups. Human activity is then governed by greed or ego.
This is bound to lead to conflict of interests and eventual misery. We give below a few of the
verses in Siri Guru Granth Sahib that address this topic:

pap¥ g¥\DoiipY BdHng d ¥l pR jED; vE mgDELEZDGDERAr h GRHvQXsuylil; 8 |

hgfXbgDf 11 poX\gArk¥po En plhd Dmil; vEmgDELhgDld BHyDxXy g sl 9 | ™/ saD83 : "

"Those who follows their own minds (and not God) are caught up in Duality (that there is some other than
God) and in folly. They have the darkness of attachment in them (and cannot see the Reality). They do not like the
talk of the saints and are lost along with their families (followers). By engaging in criticism, the critic washes off the
dirt (of bad deeds) of the victim. He is an eater of dirt (acquires the dirt of ego) and a follower of Maya. Those who
engage in criticism of saints (servants of God) can neither get to this side or the other (of the ocean of criticism)." [7,
page 507]

And,

k1 k11 oIgivE x&¥01; k1 £ fLFYyZ2eXid DL YVKLExXE 11 piij 4 | ukBxX;j
mgq £DATE vkLkd Dhgf ESHki EpY EpY xRDKLpREERY 1 kg pMi; 4
goif vul slir gk Emg j%§ jBAvgDd sl bgf fDpKXfD Dké Doly ofld DfAguel1; 5 | 48 | ™/ sgD9: 7"
"God Himself protects His saints. He destroys (spiritually) anyone who thinks of harming them. He
Himself becomes the supporter of His servant and the critics are frustrated. Going around and around, they die a
spiritual death and again fall into the cycle of birth and death. O Nanak, whoever comes to the protection of the
Deliverer from Sorrow, is absorbed in Him and sings His praises. The critic earns infamy in the courts of this world
and of God." [7, page 674]

Also,

mg fLbgDfurg £hi mefudvegKid Dkhi AW sku mgXhEXNd D mp@ DYDfALfiv g mbE 8
mg buyh bgf dkél mg Eo pyk hgf yERI j¥ fAvh v¥j¥?Ndhd D mg x¥uHhgf quif sthdl 9
v vig pHIpY kd RiH v¥ eFq yuYk ki gf Ml mixDf ulvXYRDsbi d EpyL.fL.nU vusu bl : ; ™ /sgD; 9<"
"No one should criticize God's servant. Whoever does so will be unhappy. God's man worships God at all
hours. Death cannot come near him. God's men are without enmity for any one, their critic is egoistic. God's men
wish all well, the critic is busy in unproductive activity. The Guru's Sikhs always think of the True Guru. God's men
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are saved but the critic is stuck in this hell. My dear friend, listen to me. I tell you of the infallible principles that
hold at God's door. There, one is rewarded according to what one does, (therefore) the proud man loses his all." [7,
page 869]

f. The Hypocrites ignore Essence, emphasize Ritual

In every faith there are persons who do not follow the essentials of their professed faith
and merely flaunt their dedication to rite and ritual. These may be so-called religious leaders or
politicians who, under the garb of religion, exploit innocent people for their personal benefit or
aggrandizement. The Gurus, during their earthly sojourn, while stressing that all faiths were
divinely revealed, noted the presence of many such persons among both the Hindu and the
Muslim communities in India, who impressed the public by following the form of their faith and
obtained position of leadership in society but were not living their lives according to the
principles laid down by their respective religions. Their activities are often motivated by greed,
anger or ego. Siri Guru Granth Sahib denounces such hypocrites as lost souls. For example:

jm VITHYZYA\¥ld DYkuHsIhly Yj i jo LingBmsp Id Do ®HkZ ej i
rh ki fivd g dild k ey £HI | 4
dAVE q pEfxXEY k| G DxXsBDjwifFki 4 | ukXX;j
elrg pin Fuyk x81 fL\h mo k; evXDn¥y fuk gh Fa Whiplv nFki i 5 i
rh sBLvgDliuk d suBLp#kXd suv fkki vgDvgDliuk d EpRlivjo fiXe GERK; 6 |
TiYXE fo Thd DYY kLo I DY&Hfup fplA fkXfeln IvXvY ) ¥XERAsHuE mgb q dBA; 7 i 5 | ™/ saD7: 9¢

"Those who wear three-and-a-half yard long loincloths and triple sacred threads, have rosaries around their
necks and polished vessels in their hands, should not be called saints of God. (In reality) they are thugs of Banaras. |
do not like such saints. They will eat the trunk along with the branch (for personal benefit they will not hesitate to
kill those they profit from). They scrub the utensils before putting them on the fire; they wash the wood they burn;
they dig the earth to make two places for fire; but (their actions are such that) they will eat whole humans. They are
sinners who always go around committing crimes but claim they never go near Maya. They are always going about
in their pride. They (ruin themselves) and their entire families (followers). However, everyone does what God has
engaged him in and does such things. O Kabir, one who has met the True Guru is not born again (is liberated)." [7,
page 476]

And,

gdyQ FoHYLiZLpOknhwAYY Ffi; hfXEXXo ZLglyd Dgk EDFUM vXKkf |
el \¥LYRULdgu ¥v Qff; v\ EoHlQqIWdDF& ¥ FEDF& {5 | ™ /saD: ;<"

"If one goes to bathe at holy places with falsehood in one's mind and while thieves (lust, greed, anger,
attachment, and ego) beset the body, one part (dirt of the body) will be removed but twice that will be acquired (as
increase in ego). A bitter gourd can be washed from the outside but inside the bitterness stays. The saints are all right
without bathing (at holy places) and thieves will remain thieves (even after such baths)." [7, page 789]

And,

eHXsKMIPH YIEEY fPPg fDpN paLkh eADhf Y. kugAfo sq IR
kb xgPLE kXY Fbr {#EAQBLQWE 4 |
md fLEfAsk elY £k} dIb pRYXo£ExXSEXoH A &EFkDo kD 4 | ukBxX;
YsvLfl fAgHT.vDLpgd Dok v \RDO ekpFll ekpFumXf GDkugAEhd Dj B
vayd Lkh EAYLY Ebr xipk fEXEiDD 5 |
Jdu el EhHipgRDukld g fHrsPD euY gB fup nw fglelis EH bnih
JI oy pX uf doBply gkLkl ki1 BT 6 |
kun v§ oE pk ukY kk Hupo ki1 fHvEL ¥q fL\Y shipgXoHDrDghd DfuHE] vl
frgpf §¥Xs@DPD d DY>xXulpq fLFED 7 |
PHDA dunpLkl urhd D VEXIE { X¥nipApHHE fDsHpXevii jhiefelhdD 4 | ukXXgRD| 9 | 48 | ™/ sqD4336"
"Who shall I talk to regarding what is in my mind? Where shall I find the one who is himself liberated and
would unite me with God? The Pundit reads with his mouth but is lax in his spirituality. Another has given up
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speech and is sitting in solitude but physical desires are making knots in his mind. Another has left his home and
family but the wandering of his mind have not ceased. Another has become an ascetic and is putting his body
through suffering but his mind is running in all ten directions. Another has become celibate and controlled his sexual
desires but he has got pride in his mind. Another has become a Sanyasi and has travelled to holy places but the anger
in him is enough to destroy all wisdom. Another has tied bells (around his feet) and has become an actor (of
religious plays) but this is only a way of earning his bread. Another fasts and performs the six good acts but this is
only for impressing others. Another sings (God's praises) with his mouth but in his mind he has never praised God.
Only God's saints are pure, above grief and joy, greed and attachment. If God has mercy upon me, my mind shall
find the dust of (the feet) of these saints. Say, O Nanak, I met the Perfect Guru and my mind's worry ended. My God
is Omniscient. My Beloved knows all that is in my mind. One who meets Him forgets the superficial talk." [7, page
1003]

And,

ufD\u2pgR2d o kKXvR DY mld vd A d BDgkh d yu gkLoHAFBHIFxXMn piAd 4 |
falvike hEXYRLpk YHDVF EFII g gHAnell g fuk gly fHexXHYDYHpXd oHA 4 | ukXX;
VIBXEYH enbiad o k¥gi s¥EnXgkLERL sTHj #HHkIn{ Xex¥hxXbo pk nel g k&L 5 ;| ™/ saD7;6"

"The Qazi observes fasts and (ostensibly) propitiates Allah (by sacrificing an animal at the end of
Ramadan) but (in fact) he is killing the animal for enjoying the taste of food. Keeping his own benefit in mind, he is
unmindful of others. All his effort is useless. O Qazi, there is only One Master of all, yours too. He is within you as
well.You do not think about it. Crazy about Deen (ritual), you do not understand this and that is why your life is
wasted. The Books (Qura'an) also say that Allah is Eternal and that no man or woman has permanent existence.
Crazy man, if you have not learnt this, there is no use of reading and studying." [7, page 483]

And,

fROLfEXEeD poXnlhi elpQ gFANKE DITh; mfLnf Y g niAd 83X YigHrmDHEDe&dX 5 |
vang LA ¥ s { DA j ¥suvLhEArDA fHLvAnx® wLEud j¥suvRLnly YXouh vielpQXnfekpXeFA d [ YulvjoH
¥ YmA6 |
govegXvBLYOD \$A pifo pRXvALPo XhgA s1id DeMAvEsuyDX hwvXivl gujk £DGWRX 7 ;8 § : | *:/sgD995"

"The Qazi (who is a religious leader as well as a civil authority) lies and takes bribes. The Brahmin bathes
at holy places but hurts people (of low castes). The Yogi too is blind and does not know the correct lifestyle. All the
three are in spiritual wilderness. The (real) Yogi is one who know the way of life and through the Guru's grace
understands the One (God). The Qazi is one who turns away from Maya and through Guru's grace become
unattached to the world while living in it. The (real) Brahmin is one who contemplates on God and swims across
(the ocean of fear) along with all his family (followers). The wise person is one who washes his mind (of sin). A
Muslim is one who rids himself of sin. The learned one is he who understands true lifestyle. He is received with
honor at (God's) Door." [7, page 662]

Also,

eX st st kg?pRHYKf pRHVuXghl; rh o Hriitrh o Hj HYHL] ¥ gkXg shhl; *: / sgD987"
"Hindus have destroyed themselves (spiritually) worshipping idols; the Muslims have destroyed themselve
bowing their heads. They cremate the dead and they bury them. Neither has found Your Way." [7, page 654]

And,

PR YESUYDWIEDvKY| kugAubXgkLsg ukYX x¥gMXfuHfli o £ G)A d sgDfkd DAk g fpRA 4 |
s&Y ef elFlli s&Y; pq fDEEXy s&Yi 4 | ukEXX;
d 5 Hirhr vIb jupX pq flfokbv EvBX Yo f FupZshilLsmh; o £XsFDDd ¥ fphi 5 |
nwXfupDdu dBgX\¥; EB W § k sURALY sZL p DiHpg ABEY; hk BN fh g Ylir plYj 6

vESBY jHvegXfplhi VAR flx¥&Xulplhi FYK e s@iq k1 gthj gif MwfLvuQLsthi 7 {9 §4: | ™:/saD;; "

"With your tongue you read (the scriptures) with paraphrasing but you do not have God in you nor do you
live a clean life. You preach to others and ask them to understand carefully but you yourself do not follow what you
say to others. O Pundit, study the Vedas and get rid of the anger in you. You place the idol before you but your mind
wanders in all ten directions. You apply the saffron mark (on you forehead) and fall at the idol's feet but you do all
this to please the world. Performing the six good acts, sitting on a cushion and wearing a dhoti (while engaged in
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prayer); going to a rich man's home and reading the book (for him); counting the beads on the rosary and then
asking (the rich man) for money; my friend, no one has reached his destination in this manner. He is the (true)
Pundit who follows the Guru's word. The Maya of three gunas cannot influence that man. All the four Vedas are
contained in God's Name. O Nanak, (only a fortunate one) comes to the service of such a one." [7, page 887]

Many of the observations made by the Gurus regarding the hypocritical religious leaders
of their times apply equally well today, to Sikhs as well as to members of other faiths. We do not
read our scriptures and act upon their advice. We pay others to pray for us and so seek to buy the
benefits of prayer. We are caught up in rite and ceremony, fascinated by worldly success and
financial benefits, desirous of expanding our respective clienteles, and are contemptuous of those
who do not agree with our particular viewpoint or interest. This necessarily leads to conflict, gets
all religions blamed as being intolerant and factious and turns many people away from faith.

INTERFAITH UNDERSTANDING IN SIKH HISTORY AND PRACTICES

Throughout history, Sikhs have been committed to religious harmony and interfaith
cooperation. Siri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of the faith, was loved by Hindus as well as
Muslims. He was referred to as the Pir of the Mussalmans and Guru of the Hindus. While
ordering the execution of the Fifth Nanak, Siri Guru Arjan Dev Ji, Jehangir the Mughal emperor
in Delhi noted that not only Hindus but many Muslims had started to gather around him. The
Ninth Nanak, Siri Guru Tegh Bahadar Sahib, sacrificed his life for the right of the Hindus to
wear the sacred thread and the saffron mark on their forehead even though he did not believe in
those rituals himself. Siri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib writes about it as follows:

Yo f mBumDsE YELR flgfeGefo 2pk vIEDR
vDg k¥ hYLinly ful; vivXgld DsuXvLqg xEulj 46 |
\up kM viEDIng fA G vivXgkd Dsu uuXg gd [ % / sgD87"
"He protected their (right to wear) the sacred thread and the saffron mark. He did this great act in Kalyug.
He did this for the sake of the sadhus; he gave his life and did not express pain. He did this for Dharam. He gave up
his head but not his determination." [8, page 54]

The story of Bhai Ghanaiya Ji, a Sikh, providing water to the wounded enemy soldiers
after a battle is well-known. When some Sikhs complained about this, upon questioning by Siri
Guru Gobind Singh Sahib, Ghanaiya Ji is said to have replied:

mk>fk>hf ud YEDO gk gou pAfx?Hkmih 66
VE pk uk kulh vpRD vYtpYtfaih g nn
VE Zo Ygufu2 LkDE E§ Eq £y EFDI§ 67 ;| 48/ sgD48;
"Everywhere I see Your form, I see no other. You pervade all equally, I cannot tell friend from foe. In all
places I see Your form, I do not see any difference among people." [15, page 158]

During the period of Sikh rule in Punjab, the people of all religions felt free to practice
their faiths and to participate in administrative and political affairs of the state at all levels of
responsibility. There was no pressure on any one to embrace the Sikh religion.

Sikh Gurdwaras have always been open to everybody regardless of religion, race, color
or caste. Gurdwaras have free kitchens that are open to all and everyone is treated as equal.
Harmandar Sahib (The Golden Temple) has doors on all four sides signifying acceptance of
visitors from all the four corners of the world. The Gurus spoke against hypocrisy and false
emphasis on outer formalisms and practices of every religion but respected the right of all to
profess their faith and serve mankind in their own ways. During many ups and downs in their
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history, the Sikhs have always respected the scriptures and places of worship of others. Many
Hindus, to this day, routinely attend Sikh worship in preference to that of their own faith.

Sikhs won admiration of all for their non-violent struggle in the 1920's to retrieve control
of their places of worship that had been denied them since the British take-over of Punjab. C.F.
Andrews, a Christian missionary was present at one of the scenes of police brutality against non-
violent Sikhs. Andrews wrote [16, pages 57, 225]: "The brutality and inhumanity of the whole
scene was indescribably increased by the fact that the men who were hit were praying to God
and had already taken a vow that they would remain silent and peaceful in word and deed. The
Akali Sikhs who had taken this vow, both at the Golden Temple before starting and also at the
shrine of Guru-ka-Bagh, were as I have already stated, largely from the army. ..It was a
strangely new experience to these men, to receive blows dealt against them with such of the
force as to fell them to the ground, and yet never to utter a word or strike a blow in return.... |
saw no act, no look, of defiance. It was a true martyrdom for them as they went forward, a true
act of faith, a true deed of devotion to God. They remembered their Gurus how they had
suffered, and they rejoiced to add their own sufferings to the treasure of their wonderful faith."
Andrews was so moved that he argued with the Governor of Punjab and told him that he had
seen "with his own eyes hundreds of Christs being crucified at Guru-ka-Bagh." This intercession
by a man of God, in behalf of people of a different faith, was instrumental in a change in British
policy. It is worth noting that British Government's brutality was carried out in public to terrorize
the public into submission but the policy backfired because the sight moved the conscience of
God-fearing men in position to influence government policy. However, since Indira Gandhi's
government chose to put down the peaceful Sikh agitation in 1982, the beatings have not been
public but at police stations and in underground torture chambers of Punjab so that no one knows
what is going on and the Government can cover up its misdeeds by lying and false propaganda.
With correct information hard to come by, few consciences have been moved this time around to
intercede on behalf of the victims of a planned genocide.

Recently, there has been a recognition among members of various traditions of the need
for interfaith dialogue and cooperation. Everywhere this has happened, Sikhs, dedicated by faith
to interreligious respect, understanding and cooperation, have joined in enthusiastically. Sikhs
are participating actively in interfaith groups in several countries. In the United States, such
groups are active in Washington, D.C. area, in Kansas, Chicago and Columbus, Ohio, among
others. These groups have organized interfaith dinners, luncheons and musical celebrations with
joint worship. People from diverse religious beliefs have joined together not only in interfaith
celebrations but also in noting inter-religious strife around the world and raising their combined
voices against violence and injustice. Sikh participatioon in these local efforts reflects this
religious community's appreciation of the problems we face and the desire to resolve them
jointly with members of other religions.

SOME CHALLENGES AND CONCERNS

There are numerous problems and challenges that confront people of all religions. There
are religious groups that claim their belief and way of worship to be the only one that is correct
and declare all others to be false. This franchise on God leads to efforts to "spread" the message
and drive out the "falsehood." This fanaticism is total negation of interfaith understanding and
cooperation and must be curbed. At the same time, persons devoted to their respective faiths are
being labelled as fundamentalists by the so-called modernists and rationalists and by
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governments trying to suppress religious minorities. Equating fundamentalism with narrow-
minded parochialism, isolationism, and intolerance, they are blamed for many of the conflicts we
see in the world today. In the case of the Sikhs, they have been labelled as terrorists and efforts
made to exterminate them. These are serious matters for all of us at the Parliament of World's
Religions to consider.

a. The Religious Utopians

Many persons, having learnt about God through one faith, get dazzled by the glimpse of
divine light they have received and become so admirous of what they see that they claim
exclusivity for that particular way of worship as the only one which God wished people to
follow. Claiming to have had a spiritual experience, they declare that their experience was
unique and that there can be no other except in their own faith or through them. Caught up in
their own brand of worship they wish to convert everyone to their faith and "save" them. Their
view of the ideal world is of a utopian homogeneous society following what they believe in. In
their blind zeal they foresee mass conversion to their faith, and eventual abandonment of all
other manners of worship by people. This attitude leads, at best, to pride and smugness and to
unthinking criticism of other faiths and people not specifically belonging to their group and, at
the worst, to religious intolerance involving government support of a particular religion and
prohibition against practice of other faiths. In many cases, it has even involved genocide against
minority religions. They often declare, without proper study, that other religions are false and
their founders charlatans. They even view efforts at interfaith dialogue and understanding with
suspicion. Some join interfaith groups not to understand and cooperate but to convert others to
their own faith. With several such groups aggressively claiming exclusive routes to God, there is
bound to be friction and bitterness. In fact, their own pride leads them towards spiritual
impoverishment and away from God. Interfaith understanding and cooperation cannot come
about or stay long unless we give up claims of exclusive access to God and accept faiths other
than our own as legitimate messages of God to certain people and accept their right to freedom
of worship even in countries that have an officially approved religion.

b. The Modernists

In a recent study, Marty and Appleby [17] have described religious fundamentalists as
people who fight back reactively to protect their core identity; who fight for a changed civil
polity or, as a last resort, for territory; who fight with a selection of those features, out of actual
or imagined ideal original conditions and concepts, that will best reinforce their identity, keep
their movement together, and keep others at some distance; who fight against internal or external
enemies, the insider being someone who would negotiate with modernity and adapt the
movement; and who fight under God or some transcendent reference. They list three dimensions
of modern culture considered uncongenial to fundamentalists, namely, a preference for secular
rationality; the adoption of religious tolerance with accompanying tendencies toward relativism,;
and individualism. Fundamentalists are said to begin as traditionalists who perceive modern
attitudes as challenge or threat to their core identity. They also propound that religion "leads
adherents to prefer myth and symbol, along with rite and ceremony, over other forms of
expression." Fundamentalists are seen as members of movements which "no longer perceive
themselves as reeling under the corrosive effects of secular life. On the contrary, they perceive
themselves as fighting back, and doing so rather successfully." This statement completely
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ignores the plight of religious minorities fighting for survival against oppressive socialist regimes
or aggressive religious majorities determined to "neutralize" their religious identities.

These scholars evidently consider themselves to be rational and secular modernists as
opposed to those they define as fundamentalists. Their definition assumes that religion is
inherently incompatible with rationality and tolerance; that religion assigns overwhelming
importance to rite and ceremony; and that all religions are movements which deliberately
separate people and keep them apart; and that religion does not permit adaptation. They and
other contributors to the volume consider religion to be outdated, rigid, and irrational, assume
that preservation of religious identity is necessarily a source of conflict, and equate modernity
with homogenization of society. The fifteen chapters in the book [17] reflect a fundamentalist
(according to the definitions used by the investigators themselves) secularist effort directed
against all religions in the world.

Some modernists would replace devotion to God by devotion to country, class or other
groups deriving their identity from certain shared mundane aspirations. Not based on belief of
unity of God and Creation, of God's omnipresence and love, a secular society is driven by greed
and self-interest and not by love and understanding. Given that there would still be numerous
identifiable groups with different interests each pulling its own way, the secularists believe that
they would be able to work towards collective secular well-being of all. using their collective
minds. They replace reference to the scripture with debate among equal citizens. Theoretically
this is laudable and the objectives are quite consistent with what most religions advocate.
However, the secularists, in their enthusiasm, claim exclusivity for their approach. They claim
that rationality, tolerance, and individualism can only flourish in the set-up they advocate.
Insisting that all religions emphasize rite and ceremony, are inconsistent with rationalism, resist
adaptation, and are intolerant of other faiths, they are contemptuous of religion and believe
religion to be the cause of most socio-economic problems facing the world. This view, clearly
based on a lack of understanding of the essential features of most traditions and possibly on
experience with the religious utopians discussed above, makes them also utopians though of
another type. Among other fallacies, they mistakenly believe that religious identity is
incompatible with national identity. This attitude leads the secularists to adopt civic and national
policies that deliberately seek to undermine and denounce religion, to ridicule the devout, and to
blame religion and religious leadership for every ill that might befall the nation.

We ought to question these views of religious fundamentalism. Fundamentalism implies
adherence to the fundamental articles of faith of any particular religion. Fundamental religious
beliefs, described in this paper with reference to the Sikh religion, advocate love for all and
hatred for none and do not encourage socio-political conflict. It is not necessary, not even
desirable, to obliterate religious identities or to make them subordinate to economic and national
identities. Civic interest is not contrary to or inconsistent with religion and there is no need to
suppress religion in order to promote civic well-being.
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Religious Minorities: The Sikhs in India

Persecution of religious minorities and denial of freedom of worship is a serious problem
around the world. In a few cases, where the minority holds political power, even the majority has
been the victim. There have been instances of war between neighboring states for liberation of
people of minority faiths and, in some cases, simply to wrest territory from a state professing a
different religion. India, a country consisting of over a score of states and territories, is
predominantly Hindu. However, in the states of Kashmir and Punjab, which respectively have
Muslim and Sikh majorities, the people feel stifled and have been seeking freedom from India.
Here we summarize the case of the Sikhs seeking freedom for their homeland they call
Khalistan, while maintaining their commitment to interfaith understanding and cooperation.
They would like to cooperate with the neighboring states and faiths as free equals. They do not
accept that "understanding and accommodation" and India's "national interest" require the
liquidation of the devout members of their faith.

During the struggle for freedom and negotiations with the British Government, the Indian
national leaders were willing to make promises of all kinds to placate the Muslims so that they
could get the British to leave. In an interview with Eve Curie, daughter of the famous Nobel
Prize winning scientist, when questioned about his solution of the Hindu-Muslim conflict,
Jawaharlal Nehru had said [18, page 429]: "Complicated questions are solved in history only
when their solution becomes indispensable. As long as Britain is present as a third party in
power, the Hindus and the Moslems will find it difficult to get together. Left alone, they will be
obliged to find a compromise, for the simple reason that India must survive. Each historical
transformation involves a certain amount of risk." Eve Curie states that by "a certain amount of
risk" he meant, very precisely, that the Indians might have to fight a civil war among themselves,
just as the Chinese had done, before finding their unity. This was clear to the Muslims too and
they were not willing to wait for a civil war to resolve the issue. They were not satisfied with
promises that may or may not have been kept later. They prepared for the possibility of a civil
war but also insisted that a Muslim area be demarcated as a separate nation before the British
handed over power. This was finally agreed to. The preparation for a civil war was diverted to
massacre Sikhs in Pakistan and to drive them out. Creation of Pakistan was accompanied by a lot
of bitterness.

When Britain finally relinquished power in India, the principle decided upon for
demarcation of independent state boundaries was numerical count of population densities. The
Sikhs were spread all over Punjab but they were not in a majority anywhere. They did not matter
to either the proponents of Pakistan or to the rest of India except as possible nuisance. The Sikhs
and the Muslims had lived side-by-side for generations but some radical leaders among the
Muslims had indicated what things would be like in Pakistan through massacres in March 1947
when nearly three thousand Sikhs were killed over a period of one week and no one was
punished for the crimes. Regarding their fate, Sir Evan Jenkins, the then Governor of Punjab,
told [19, page 206] Sikh leaders in July 1947: "When independence came to any country some
classes, who had formerly regarded themselves as protected, inevitably suffered." The Sikhs
were expected to suffer for India's independence. They did. They were driven out of Pakistan.
Nearly half the total Sikh population became dispossessed destitute refugees.

After India's freedom, the Sikhs were concentrated in the Punjab and hoped that in free
India they would be free to follow their faith. They were to be disillusioned.
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Jawaharlal Nehru [20, page 544] wrote in 1945: "It is not difficult, if passions and
unreasoning emotions are set aside, to devise such freedom with the largest autonomy for
provinces and states and yet a strong central bond... In addition to this, every conceivable
protection and safeguard for minority rights could be inserted into the constitution." The Indian
constitution apparently does this. However, Nehru could not predict the manner of its
implementation.

Madan [17], writing about Sikh fundamentalism, describes the fundamental rights under
the Indian Constitution that guarantee "freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and
propagation of religion; freedom to manage religious affairs; freedom as to payment of taxes for
promotion of any particular religion; freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or religious
worship in certain educational institutions." He also describes how the constitutional provisions
are effectively negated. He states: "religious identities are sought to be neutralized at the national
or federal level" and that "the main means to this end have been identified as the promotion of
civic ties and class interests to take the place of primordial bonds of race, language and religion."

The problem Sikhs face is that the Government of India desires to neutralize their
religious identity. It is unwilling to allow the Sikhs to live by their ideal of saint-soldier
described earlier. The constitutional safeguards are meaningless because, as India's Attorney
General G. Ramaswamy stated [21, page 8] in response to questions by the United Nations
Human Rights Commission in 1991: "The majority of members of Parliament belonged to the
majority religion, making it difficult to enact laws affecting religious minorities." Thus, a
minority religion, like the Sikhs, is allowed only such freedom of worship as the majority
considers consistent with its own beliefs. This essentially is denial of freedom of worship.

During his lifetime, Nehru initiated large-scale irrigation and power development
schemes in Punjab and the displaced dispossessed Sikhs, working hard to rehabilitate
themselves, became quite prosperous. However, he adamantly refused to accept the creation of a
Punjabi-speaking state even though all of the rest of India had been reorganized on linguistic
basis. The memory of the creation of Pakistan was too painful for him and he felt that the
creation of a Punjabi-speaking state would eventually lead to a Sikh demand for separation from
India. Nehru's intransigence on the linguistic state issue coupled with the Punjabi Hindus
disowning their mother tongue resulted in enhancing the Sikh feeling that the Indian leaders did
not trust them and were working for destruction of their religious identity and for their eventual
assimilation into Hinduism. The Sikhs also noted that the economic resources of the state of
Punjab were being diverted for investment elsewhere in India and that the Government showed
little interest in Punjab's industrial development.

The Sikhs sought some measure of autonomy for their homeland, the state of Punjab, so
that the state could prosper economically and also ensure greater freedom for the practice of the
Sikh religion. The peaceful agitation launched for this purpose resulted in over a hundred
thousand Sikh demonstrators being arrested. Any civilized government would have reacted to
this show of determination by talks with the Sikh leaders. However, Indira Gandhi adopted the
path of suppression. Continuing torture and murder at police stations, combined with
government apathy towards complaints, resulted in provoking some Sikhs to seek revenge
against the police officials guilty of human rights violations. This started a cycle of killings and
reprisals which climaxed in the Indian invasion of Harmandar Sahib (The Golden Temple), and
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numerous other Gurdwaras, in June 1984 when thousands of innocent people were massacred by
government forces. This attack was followed up by "mopping up" operations in the entire state
involving liquidation of thousands of young Sikhs by the army. Indira Gandhi's assassination
later that year was followed by state-supported massacres of Sikhs all over India.

Since 1984, the brutal suppression of Sikhs in India, especially of the devout among them
who have been labelled as militants, extremists, terrorists as it has suited the government, has
continued unabated. An appeal in the Army Gazette released from the Army Headquarters was
published in Baat Cheet Special No. 153. The Appeal said [22, page 29]: "Any knowledge of the
Amritdharis who are dangerous people and pledged to commit murders, arson and acts of
terrorism should immediately be brought to the notice of the authorities. these people might
appear harmless from outside but they are basically committed to terrorism. In the interest of all
of us their identity and whereabouts must always be disclosed." An Amritdhari Sikh is one who
has been formally initiated into the Sikh faith much like baptism in Christianity. All violent
crime in Punjab and even in some other states is attributed to the ubiquitous "Sikh terrorists." No
Sikh organization has condoned any of these crimes. Very few, if any, persons have been
formally charged with the crimes and prosecuted and convicted in a court of law. Indeed, most of
these are committed by the police themselves or by criminal gangs in cohoots with the police.
There have been several cases of the villagers overpowering the robbers and killers who turned
out to be off-duty policemen. However, thousands of Sikhs have simply been rounded up,
tortured and killed. Mass propaganda by the government-owned and government-supported
media and by the Hindu press has resulted in the current image of Sikhs as terrorists by faith.
This has led people to become tolerant of government suppression of Sikhs that has included
large-scale torture, rape, and murder of Sikhs suspected of being activists, or relatives and
friends of activists, desiring freedom for their homeland and of promoting the Sikh ideal of a
saint-soldier. Peaceful protest and even an expression of opinion has been equated with sedition
and laws have been enacted under which anyone can be put in jail without trial for indefinite
periods of time. Thousands languish in jails without being brought to trial and, in many cases,
without being formally arrested or even being told of the charges against them. People are held
to be guilty till they prove their innocence, often by bribing the police. Reportedly, over a
hundred thousand have been eliminated. The Government has admitted to a figure of nearly
25000. This conflict, originating in an attempt to secularize people deeply committed to prayer,
peace and equality and to "neutralize" their religious identity is sheer brutality against innocent
people. Sikhs have called for independence from India as the only way out of the present
situation. Indian government regards this as treason and people suspected of supporting freedom
for Sikhs are picked up and summarily executed in the name of national integrity. To crown it
all, the Indian Government has launched an all-out propaganda offensive against this peaceful
community. It is said that during the year 1992, the word "Sikh" appeared in the Chicago
Tribune on 31 occasions. Twenty-nine times it was followed by the word "terrorist." Even during
the plenary session of this Parliament on August 30, 1993 devoted to "Voices of the
Dispossessed", when the Sikh leader Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh started to read a letter a Sikh in
the United States of America had received from his wife, a victim of torture whose 7 month old
baby was killed by the police in a most brutal manner before her very eyes, a large number of
persons from India, who had seated themselves in the front row, rushed the stage and prevented
him from continuing with his speech. Most likely, these people were ignorant of the realities of
life for a Sikh in Punjab and were carried away by their patriotic fervor fed by false propaganda.
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SUMMING UP

The Sikh view of interfaith understanding and cooperation emphasizes that God is the
fountainhead of love and understanding; that He pervades all creation and all act His will; that all
faiths are God's creation; and that conflict is caused by ignorance and hypocrisy. The Sikh
religion lays down tolerance and love of humanity as fundamental principles. Rite and ceremony
are only incidental and open to adaptation. Contrary to the views expressed by some secularists
[17], fundamentalist belief in Sikh religion cannot and does not lead to fight back, for, with or
against people of other faiths. The Sikh is always fighting the five thieves, namely, lust, anger,
greed, attachment and ego that wish to rob him of his love for God and of understanding of the
purpose of his own existence. The Sikh is always ready to fight for protection of the rights,
property and persons of the weak and the downtrodden against oppression by unjust rulers.
Hurting anyone for personal gain is against the fundamentalist Sikh attitude. Historically, the
Sikhs have consistently lived up to this principle. Their struggle against injustice has been
peaceful and Sikhs are proud of the long list of martyrs for this cause. Being a soldier of faith is
part of Sikh belief but rarely, and only in desperation, has the Sikh taken to armed resistance. A
Sikh is a fighter on the side of justice and equality. A Sikh cannot and will not terrorize any one
and is committed, as part of his faith, to serve mankind with humility and devotion.

CLOSING REMARKS

Let us reflect on the Promise of this Parliament. It states: "Religious intolerance and
hatred continue to feed the flames of conflict and war." It appears to me that we have got things
the wrong way around. The starvation of 55000 Muslims in Mostar region of Bosnia is not
sanctioned by Christianity nor is the massacre of Africans in Sudan by Arab Muslims approved
by Islam. Discrimination against and oppression of Baha'is in Iran is not condoned by Islam nor
does Hinduism permit wanton murder of Muslims and Sikhs in India. These conflicts are not the
fault of religion. Greed, anger, and revenge have made religion their cloak, their instrument. We
must change that. Let us not use conflict to abuse religion. Rather, let us use religion to resolve
conflict.

The people of faith gathered here in Chicago need to and should proclaim that all
religions have love as their fundamental principle; that hatred has no place in the hearts of God's
people; that God's love embraces all humanity, including the secularists and the non believers;
that the fundamentalists of various faiths can understand each other and even be appreciative of
the variety of ways God has revealed Himself to Man. If we wish to follow God's message of
love, if we wish to avoid religious conflict and the consequent misery, we must not regard God
as a parochial possession and must learn to respect faiths other than our own. God created us all
and fulfills Himself through our actions. Let us act so we are worthy of His love. Let us open our
hearts; let us learn about each other; let us work to open the closed one-religion societies to free
worship by others; let us work to resolve religious conflicts, wherever they might exist, in an
amicable manner and not let greed make religion its instrument. God gave us the various faiths.
Let us, of different faiths, join hands and together glorify Him and His creation. Let us, together,
learn to appreciate the mosaic of beliefs God has given us and rejoice in His Will. Let us, as Siri
Guru Granth Sahib has taught us, walk together in close embrace as brothers.
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